TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

CONSERVATION-LAKE COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2015
7:00 PM

TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM
Minutes - Draft
Call to Order 

The regular meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm.

Present:  Irene Curtis, Tom O’Brien, Allen Petell, Wes Jenks, Peter Zawisza, Marty Podskoch 

Absent:  Nancy Selavka

Also Present:   Public Works Director Phil Sissick 

Seating of Alternates 

Alternate Joe Carbonell was seated at this time.

Approval of Minutes: April 9, 2015
Motion made by Mr. O’Brien to approve the minutes as written, seconded by Allen Petell, 6/0/1, motion passed. 

Communications and Liaison Reports
Mr. Sissick report the rain garden at the park completed took the recent heavy rains.  He is working with an Eagle Scout who will seek approval from the Town Council to fully plant the garden and make his report by the end of the summer with signage.
Mr. Podskotch reported on the Energy Task Force, they are running a solar campaign, exchanging light bulbs; and there will be a gathering Thursday to inform people of the advantages of solar energy at 6 pm at the Lake House. 
Mr. Zawisza announced he had received a resignation letter from Allen Petell; this will be his last meeting.  He also reported that Mr. Tom O’Brien had been appointed, and Joe Carbonell has been reappointed as an alternate, and on the 17th Mr. Carbonell will take over Mr. Petell’s position as a regular member.  
Public Remarks - None
Plan Review
10 Sexton Hill Road
Chris Bell, Professional Engineer from Higganum presented the project to the Commission.  He explained the area, road status, bridge condition, and history of the bridge.  The bridge is corroding and will only handle light vehicular traffic and may be unsafe.  Mr. Bell showed and explained the plans.  The existing abutments will be used to build the new bridge with new footings.  The work will take several weeks and they would like to accomplish it in July this year.  While demolishing the bridge, a debris net will be in place.  Top deck will be a 6 x 12 pressure treated surface.  There will be minimal disturbance to Pine Brook.  The total duration of project is approximately two months.  Mr. Bell will present to Inland Wetlands on 6-24-15.   
Mr. Sissick gave background information on the bridge.  Since tires holding the steep embankment on the side of the bridge will be replaced, he was concerned regarding the amount of trash inside the tires.  Away from this bridge there has been two breaches of this brook.  Large pumps were needed to pump water during remediation of those breaches.  Concern regarding erosion and sedimentation controls.  
Mr. Bell stated a small excavator will be used on the Master’s side of the property.  

Mr. Podskotch stated that Pine Brook is one of the cleanest brooks in the state and its status must be protected.  He asked that someone be responsible for the monitoring the brook.  
Mr. Bell stated he had not sought a permit from DEEP as it is not required.  He stated he will not be entering the water to accomplish this property.  He stated the sidewalls are 2-3’ higher than the water level.  
Mr. Jenks stated he believes that protections proposed are adequate, allowing only a small amount of sand in the brook.
Mr. Sissick recommended that Inland Wetlands pay close attention to erosion and sedimentation controls that are put in place in the brook to prevent collapsing of the walls, as there can be strong surges in the water.   

Mr. Podskotch made a motion to recommend that the Inland Wetlands Agency examine and pay close attention to the erosion and sedimentation controls to protect Pine Brook, seconded by Mr. Petell, Vote: 7/0/0, motion passed.  

Mr. Sissick stated Sexton Hill Road from the bridge to the Master’s property is location on an abandoned section of road.  This bridge is the only access to Masters Property.  
Mr. Sissick stated this plan was not passed along to Public Works before this meeting.  Mr. Bell stated he believed it had been.  
Mr. Jenks motioned to approve the plan with the conditions stated, seconded by Mr. Podskotch
(Not voted).  After discussion, Mr. Zawisza asked regarding a person to contact 24 hrs. A day to contact if there were a situation.  Mr. Bell stated that Mr. Masters will be there during the project.  Mr. Sissick suggested a letter be prepared stating recommendations to Inland Wetlands Agency.  Mr. Zawisza made a motion that a letter be prepared to Inland Wetlands regarding the recommendations, seconded by Mr. Petell, Vote:  7/0/0, motion passed.  
193 East High Street

(No application paperwork provided for the Commission.)

Brent Manaco was present representing the owner of the Rte. 66 Package store.  The entrance to the store is from Rte. 66.  The owner hopes to solve drainage runoff issues and build an addition of approximately 1,000 square feet.   The plan provides for parking improvements, adds catch basins, water quality basins, existing lighting will be replaced with LED heads.   The plan shows a one-way access from Princess Pocotopaug Trail and a two-way access from Rte. 66.  Drainage and parking were discussed, explaining the area will be enhanced by these improvements.  
Mr. Carbonell made a motion to approve the plans as presented, seconded by Mr. O’Brien, Vote:  Yes: 6, No: 0, Abstain: 0, motion passed.  

Mr. Sissick recommended that a letter be sent to Inland Wetlands regarding the favorable review. 

6/10 Old Marlborough Road
The work planned in this application has been accomplished.  A tree has been removed during the work on the intersection realignment, on the property of the house at the corner of Old Marlborough Road and Rte. 66.  No comments from the Commission.  
Old Business
Sub-Committee Report on Education – None
Advisory Panel Update
Mr. Carbonell advised that Dr. George is sampling, and has asked for an update.  
Mr. Petell noted he reserved a spot for Old Home Days.  

Next advisory panel meeting will be Monday.  

Mr. Carbonell noted the State is looking to create stickers to affix to boats regarding invasive species.  

(Several conversations simultaneously)

Mr. Podskoch noted that the Daly’s had told him there is a “river” that flows between the apartment house and their house.  The water runs down this impervious surface.  The Daly’s told him they called the Town and there was nothing that could be done since there are no funds.  The dumpster for the apartments is located in this area.  Mr. Podskoch asked what could be done.  Mr. Sissick informed the Commission the Town cannot fund a remediation on private property.  Mr. Sissick informed the Commission that neither party was amenable to granting the Town an easement.  The water is being generated by private property.  
Mr. Jenks made a motion that the Health Department look at the area for possible health issues regarding the location of the dumpster, seconded by Mr. Podskotch.  (Not voted)

Mr. Sissick suggested the Commission could pen a letter to the property owner expressing their concern regarding the location of the dumpster, and the problems with the runoff.  

Discussions ensued regarding runoff from the new project on East High Street, and detention basins in Seven Hills.  
New Business - None
Public Remarks – None 
Adjournment                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Mr. Podskoch made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Petell.  Meeting adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Carducci

Recording Clerk (not present at meeting)

